Chapter VII
WARSAW AND BOLSHEVISM

T

HE Alpine training and the library training might in a
sense counteract each other in the future Pope, but the
third great influence, that is, his period of office in
Poland, and the short time he was Cardinal Archbishop of
Milan afterwards, can be said to have been counteracted
by nothing in his future. Though the enthusiasm and the
courage of an Alpinist might be tempered by the scholarly
care of a librarian, the information obtained in three of
the world's most hectic years, spent in one of the worst
spots of Europe, would be enough to embitter and
frighten anybody.
During the Great War, and especially in its later stages,
it became obvious that a new great Catholic nation was
about to arise in Poland, for every one of the belligerents
went as far as they could in promising future independence
to the Poles. Pope Benedict watched this movement with
the greatest care and interest. Since the Partitions of the
Eighteenth Century, Poland had been rigorously sup-
pressed, and especially in Russian Poland, Catholicism had
been treated very severely. It had carried on, but carried
on to a large extent in secret, and the whole of the Nine-
teenth Century was for the Poles of Russia a period of
persecution and oppression.
Nobody at the Vatican knew more about this position
than did Monsignor Ratti. He had written at least one